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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

1 . The following is statement of reasons for allowance of claims 1 -1 3, 26-38 
and 51 : The present invention is a method, computer program product stored on 
a computer readable medium and an apparatus for embedding a watermark 
bit-sequence in a data stream of symbols compressed using dictionary based 
compression scheme with variable length indices. Independent claims 1 , 26 and 
51 identify the uniquely distinct features "identifying division in the set of m-bit 
index value including non-watermark value range, a zero-bit watermark value 
range and a one-it watermark value rang, determine a watermark as either a 
zero-bit value or one-bit value, transmitting the index value in the zero-bit 
watermark value range when the watermark bit value is determined to be zero-bit 
value and transmitting the index value in the one-bit watermark value range 
when the watermark bit value is determined to be one-bit value The closest 
prior art to Rhoads (US 6,950,519) and Tian et al. (US 7,187,780) disclose 
embedding a bit-sequence in a data stream of symbols compressed using 
dictionary based compression scheme with variable length indices, however 
either singularly or in combination fail to anticipate or render above limitations 
obvious. 

2. The following is statement of reasons for allowance of claims 14-25, 39-50 
and 52: The present invention is a method, computer program product stored 
on a computer readable medium and an apparatus for extracting watermark bit- 
sequence from a data stream of symbols compressed using dictionary based 
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compression scheme with variable length indices. Independent claims 14, 39 
and 52 identify the uniquely distinct features "identifying division in the set of m- 
bit index value including non-watermark value range, classifying the input index 
vale as member of one of the divisions within the set of m-bit index values, 
setting a next bit of the watermark bit sequence to a zero value when the input 
index value in the zero-bit watermark value range and setting a next bit of the 
watermark bit sequence to a one value when the input index value in the one-bit 
watermark value range". The closest prior art to Rhoads (US 6,950,519) and 
Tian et al. (US 7,187,780) disclose extracting watermark bit-sequence from a 
data stream of symbols compressed using dictionary based compression 
scheme with variable length indices, however either singularly or in combination 
fail to anticipate or render above limitations obvious. 

Communication 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 

t 

the examiner should be directed to Sherali Ishrat whose telephone number is 
571-272-7398. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 AM - 4:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Matthew Bella can be reached on 571-272-7778. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 



free). 
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